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l$enelirii»ric> of "Pork
T'r 1- r-musing to find some of the stanch op-1 pomnts of prepa redness introducing in

Congress im asuivs that will obtain tor their
districts, in tlu> event that their advice on

national defense is overruled, large chunks
of "preparedness pork. It is amusing, hut
humiliating. for tin* lault is not in our stars
.nr t'oi urt ssmen . hut in ourselves. So

long as Senators an<l Representatives are

valued .ii proportion to their ability to get
their shar« -as the euphemistic phrase has
it--national legislation must lie on a low
plant-. We ate accustomed to put the blame J
on the legislators, when the larger part of it j
belongs nearer home. It we laugh, as of
course we shall, we should not forget the real
authors »>i this ;.<-retiming farce.

The Sick Man of Europe lias become the
rcapegoat of Germany and Austria.

Hubert WbittfM. dr.

FLW of the men of comparative youth ac- J
lively engaged in municipal affairs had |

as strong an intlueuee in public Hfe as llobert
Whittot. Jr. <Jf Scotch descent, he exhibited
in a high degree the tenacity and stern deter- j
urination that mark the Scot, and time and
again his unbentling attitude oil matters of
importance, concerning which lii< clear mind
had come to deiinite conclusions, saved the
city from precipitate and unwise action.

During his years of service in the Hoard of
Aldermen and. later, as chairman of the Ad-
ministrative Hoard, lie not only devised and
caused to be executed plans for the better-
inent of the community in many ways, but
be always acted as -i cunservnl ive and
thoughti'ul r< .-trainii:int'ueiico on hastily
conceived projects. He will be missed from
the city government as ». w men have been i
missed in this day.

A news item says that motorists are. more
careful. The pedestrian has to he.

Our Normal Schools

WK have four good normal schools in Vir¬
gin:;! All are well patronized and do

excellent work They have received generous
treatment at the hands of the Legislature,
and. like many tuber department:*, they ask
lor increased appropriations. This is natural
enough. All beneficial'ies of the State ask
lor larger appropriations than they expect to
receive, on the principle that the more you
ask for the mure you are likely to get. It
is very diflicub for hus> legislative commit-
tees t<> sift these demands ami ascertain llieir
reasouablene>s. Institutions should not tie
stinted, and at the same tiim there is no
margin in tin- nvn.-.'iry for lavishness

This matter illustrates anew the benefits of
a budget. The actual mods of each State in-

. stituiion should be carefully ascertained in
advance of tie meeting of the Legislature,
that rcconiSicndaftions might be made accord¬
ingly. Thi£ would assure justice to a degree
impossible under the present haplia/.ard
method of scaling down the demands of the
various d«-parti: .nit.- w'tiiin the State's re-
sourci ai a joint mi l ling of the two t'oin-
mitt .»: f l-'iiiasice in the closing hours of
the session

Lady Aboriieen atinounces that castles ill
Ireland ar now in the marker at cut rates.
Cast!. -- ;.! Spain r< main wabbly, as heretofore.

What Is in Newspapers
AY \L1 \HLK investigation of the contents

of newspapers lias been puhlisheti in
School ind Society '[hi investigator exam¬
ined '-'S newspapers, chief amongthen- Ti i Tin.' h spatch and the New York
Tiim Tr 1.- ti. w. p- taken from time
to tn..e a: .1 tlu rela'.ve amount of spaceas.-L 1 i ' various kinds «>i matter was
i lie a. u red The result- are distinctly inter¬
esting. M, <-1 spa; e was given to ihe Luro-
pcan war n art The second strongest
interest was sports, and then in order came
government bu n> -i-\ finance, crime, educa¬
tion, deaths and bir.lts

The ir.v.- n encouraging. Fifty
years aro p: i' larger relative amount
of bpa* iti ;.'>¦ iv' .-I- - ('.. voted to more rr
lees intellectual t ». .. I ft\ y, -rs ago the
liumiier of nt-A.-j riper r< let u;;s small coi:
pared to H.e prex :i: When p )s considered
that almost -r-yt ..ir. some paper and
that the t: e -A ;. p. : :i.tj|r.
reading tastes >; tlo- whole ('immunity, it is
evident that t! e standard .>; i::1. ilsgence is
high. When miilioh;- .

p. vote time
to reading of war, government, business,finance and poii'.cs. . ~ m-,;.-; ,i i ; nion is
likely to result

The whol< Loumai.i n at:;.\ era/y for
war. Corre.spond* m-i

. j \\*,
there is plenty of it m i j. why don i
the Roumanians get m i..

fiovernnient and Shipping

IF experience can demunstr ... ,i.r . »lf
wisdom of the efforts r i, v i>r. .c,. ; t

Wilson at the last sessl..:, <»f .

establish the American n;eri ! - irit,. lias-
had abundant vindication
ehipping bill, introduced v. t. r . ;i
vital lned.
The wharves Atlantic |>< : ,i

high with merchandise, destim ;
lands, f«»r which no cargo space «,n; 0i,-
tained. Ocean freight rates are from .«. r01
700 or fhO p<. r cent higher than they ver<
t>eloro thb war. Our trado with South

America is throttled by the lack of bottoms
in which to move it. Private enterprise, with
the best will in the world and every financial
temptation to enter the field, has proved in¬
competent to meet the situation.
The Times-Dispatch opposes government

ownership in nine cases out of ten. but in
the tenth case it is justified amply. The
measure sponsored by Representative Alex¬
ander ond backed by the administration
makes government ownership a last resort,
which is proper. Should other means fail,
however, the government can step in. That
also is proper.good political economy, good
politics and good sense.

Villa's stall' ollicer has arrived in EI l'aso
with a message to the American people that
Villa wishes to capture the bandits who
killed Americans. If the staff officer will
tell the people of this country where his chief
can he captured, it will be of more interest
than any desire Villa has about the capture
of his killero.

New England's View of lirandels

IN the presence of all the foolish vaporings
and mendacious whisperings that President

Wilson's latest, appointment to the bench of
the 1'nited States Supreme Court has in¬
spired. it is interesting and valuable to read
what one of the really great newspapers of
tliis country, whose opportunity to observe
and capacity to weigh and value the evidence
have both been exceptional, says of Louis I").
Brandeis.
Nobody would think of the Springfield Re¬

publican as a radical publication. Its atti¬
tude toward public men and public questions
is that of the intelligent conservative, willing
to forsake the old and the tried only when
what is proposed is sound, helpful and true,
perfectly independent in politics, free from
suspicion of improper influence, published in
an old and rather Tory New England city, as

sound in scholarship as in ethics, it is univer¬
sally regarded as one of the sanest, cleanest
and best exponents of American journalism.
And this is what it says:

There arc few American judges to-day
who .surpass .Mr. lirunricis in intellectual
grasp, ami certainly the lawyers wlm
li.ivc had him to contend with, wlietlmr
in ci-ojif; examination or in argument, in
tailio.ul and interstate commerce eases,
in such a legal conflict as that over the
i'»regon minimum-wage law, or in such
a coiibressional Investigation as that of
the liallinger-Pincliot inquiry, have a
wholesome respect for his powers. Mr.
Hughes's strictly professional qualifica¬
tions for the bench were not superior
to those of Mr. Hratideis when President
T:>ft appointed him to the United Slates
Supi eme '.'"in i.

Hut the Republican goes even further.
Admitting, as every one must admit, that if
any of the nasty imputations with which
newspapers of a certain type have been filled
are found to have a solid foundation, the
confirmation of Mr. Brandeis would become
impossible, this New England journal finds
special reasons, in fhe absence of such proof,
fur approving the President's selection. Jt
dismisses as idle the suggestion that a con¬
spicuous advocate, whose life has been a

struggle, should be barred front a place on
the Supreme Bench. Il recalls that "John
Marshall became our foremost Chief Justice
after years of bitter political strife and in¬
tense partisan warfare with Thomas Jef¬
ferson."

It finds merit rather than demerit in the
circumstance that Mr. Brandeis has won a
remarkable place "in the esteem and admira¬
tion of the wage-earning people, the labor
unions and the radical elements of this coun¬
try." The Republican concludes that "a man
of bis type on the bench of the highest court,
would tend to make every trade-unionist,
every Socialist, every anarchist, even, more
loyal to our government and to American
institutions; and that not because Mr.
Brandeis is a trade-unionist, a Socialist or an

anarchist, but because there are many thou¬
sands of c iti/ens who believe that the court,
should contain members who can see life
from their point <>f view and in whose fidelity
to democracy they entertain no shadow of
dou In."

For our part, we feel no question that Presi¬
dent Wilson had in mind, when he named
Mr. Brandeis, this very contribution to the
viewpoint of ihe Supreme Court.

Now that the New York police have been
instructed to take a peep at the Russian ballet
that has just arrived, there are not enough
seats in ilie Metropolitan Opera Mouse for
ihe crowd, and standing room is selling higher
than gasoline.

Novels Conio Next

CHILDHOOD is a happy state simply be¬
cause ignorance is bliss. Grown-ups are

confronted by so many dangers that card in¬
dexes are necessary; hardly a day passes but
that some new peril is revealed to our
shudders. In the good old days, before the
invention of germs, life may have been
shorter, but it was less depressing; we ate
our pie without modern misgivings. A hun¬
dred years ago or even less toddies were even
considered good for the health.

The latest danger threatening an appalled
world lias been brought to lighi by a conven¬
tion of librarians in California. These wise
folk have discovered that "many a marriage
that otherwise would have been happy is
wrecked on the shoals of idealism, falsely
created by 'mushy' novels"; and, furthermore,
that novel reading weakens the minds of
Mirls. This is a terrible indictment. It
makes plain the reason for the Increasing
record qf divorce and Hit.' cause of the modern
styles a fleeted by women. To our untutored
senses. novels seem rather tame and innocu¬
ous, but librarians ought to know. The
revelation of the evils of the novel must ap¬
peal to all altruistic minds. We may expect
10 set- an association arising to combat the
ravages of fiction on matrimony and the In-
tellects of girls.

Ocrmaiiv and Austria having denied that
the sinking of the Persia last December was
done by their submarines, "the buck is
passed" to Turkey. "Let George do it," is
an old gag, but Germany and Austria arc
glad to play it with Turkey. Secretary Lans¬
ing will have plenty of time to go fishing be¬
fore Turkey gives him any information on
this alfitir or any other.

Regretting the retirement of Mr. Sothern,
the New York World says ho is the undoubted
leader of the American stage. Everybody in
this country who is interested in the drama
will hope that the Mine will come, again, when
an American actor will be the leader of the
American stage as were Booth and Barrett.

The Boston Transcript says that a Con¬
gressman would advocate the establishment
of a glue factory next door to his own house
if he could get ihe government to make the
appropriation. Not. unices the Congressman

i could furnlBh the glue.

SEEN ON THE SIDE
Gooil (iraclous!

si,i£0,%?..?°vr U8J?d beforc ln m«n'B
k\1i ^T7" nt> lavenders and pinks and
iTi^ »grjf0.ns.iiire to bccomo fashion¬
able at 1 aim Beach, it Is stated hero

U hen Clarence, garbed In Kreon or pink,
Appears upon the beach.

Bach gentlo heart in Joy will sink,
Ked lips lot out a screech.

For Clarence is as sweet a sight
As mortals e'er have seen,

iitil think of him when he's bedight
In shades of mauve and green:

Oh, think of him incased In pink,
Cerise or lavender!

Some coarse-grained men will take to drink.
Their sorrows to inter.

And when he and his pals, arrayed
In colors like his own.

Are all upon the bcach displayed,
A loud and solemn groan

Will echo through the troubled land;
Will till each heart with woe

For rhn could view that gaudy band
And no emotion show?

(.nirir Explain*.
"From what you tell me. I assume that vour

wife is a regular scold," said Newcomer to' the
Guide of Capitol Square.

"Yes," replied Guide, "she scolds because she
has to do her housework and scolds because she
has to live with me. She's regular, all right.
Alius the same."

Komi Mrkniimrn.
Kthelbert II. of Scotland was the Unreadv

King.
The r-.ood Emperors of Rome were Narva

Trojan. Antonius Pino and Marcus Aureliu* .

Oe.uge III. of England was the Farmer King;
.corgs I\. was Gentleman George.

Won Ht>p on a 13 In nr.
"I love your daughter."
"Is thai why you want to marry her?"
"Yes."
And >ou think you nin support her on that?"

"Yes, If you and her mother will keep awav
from us."
"Hy heck! young man. you can have her."

The PcNdlmldl Snynt
Don't pay too much attention when somebodv

tells you the country has reached the crisis of
its destinies. It has been dolntr that regularly
e\er\ \eai since it achieved its independence.

It Wn* \ot Piny.
".Johnny." said the. stern parent, "didn't I

tell you that you were not to play with that bad
little Uinks boy?"

"Well, i wasn't playing with him." rejoined
Johnny. "If you just go and take a squint at
his lamps, you'll see I was 'tending strictly to
business."

Potent Arguments.
"Ho you nmee With your ad versa rv quickly*"

asked the man from back home.
Tlifit depends." replied Congressman Hamm-

ratt, on whether he happens to have preserved
tiny of my olil letters."

The One Thing Needful.
Gruhhs.It seems to me that In the matter

of national defense reason and logic arc all on
the side of the advocates of preparedness.
Stubbs.Oh, of course. All they really need

now ia the votes.

A Problem of DlMtnnrc.
rung Why is the depot so far from vour

town?
*

Hong-I think it was done to accommodate
the railroad company, if the depot was nearer
the town, the trains wouldn't stop.

Nnturnlly RnmiKh.
"I suppose the men who know Miss Sweet-

thing well are foolish about her." said the mere
man.

"Of course they are," replied Miss Sweetthing's
dearest friend. "You see. folly is always catch¬
ing.

The f-Tnnl Tent.
"They tell me Jinks is a great fisherman."
"Indeed he is' Why. I suppose that man has

o < .s.<- ical lying than any other member of
the club."

SkngKi Saym
The days are growing longer at both ends

but the. latter end is not lor,* enough for the
rounder who slays out so late that he Is behind
when tho day starts.

A True Sport.
Me \ ou are the first and only girl I have

ever loved.
She Then you had hotter move around and

g.-t some experience. I wouldn't feel ri*ht about
negotiating an engagement with a perfcct novice
at the game.

Start of Some Proverb*.
"On the stool of repentance" jn front of a

pulpll l/i Scotland sat a person under censure
during scrvice.standing up afterward for public
rebuke

To eat humble pie" originated in the fact
that during feudal days the uinbles.inforlor
parts of deer.were baked in pies for poor re¬
tainers.

Shed nnd Shake.
Oh. shed a tear
For Thomas Teep;

He's married, and
Talks In his sleep,

.Cincinnati Knquirer.

And give a hand
To Samuel Sweet;

He's got a wife
Who has cold feet.

Chats With Virginia Editors
never .l.'fJ//'',?!. '!a?.etM"kH w.'iers will
... !* " ''"1 to make tho city of

k t̂ / ,lrv' '"',H ,MM'" Introduced
in |<'«.»>»in It v'"' "'i'l". "" .",,r "wn home town
in i\ u>. I he question is, How did tho
Congressman vote in the Kentucky home town?

l.lii!m"i m"R from the prolil-
>''<>on I ill. sajs r ),<. Norfolk l.<ili-er~lilu>i»i<li
looks lll<<- dumping the cargo to save the ship"

r.Tr".',Vlr;

swac
.jrus'z '\sjHTjsansrs ij.ipofi

Nawt*," says the Newport News Times-Herald, !
"wo need not worry about tho excited minds of
the Richmond roportcrs." Didn't know beforo I
that tho Hrltish IIiik was tlylng over tho nanl- j
tary department of the port of Newport News.

"A colored man was sent to Jpll for ninety
days In Richmond for stealing shrapnel," says
the Roanoke World-News, and it adds: "Ambas¬
sador RernstorfT ought to protest vigorously."
After the ambassador runs afoul of Justice John
he will wish he had never been born..Richmond
Times-Dispatch. Too bad. then, that One John
is not now President..Tazewell Republican.
"There is an article in the January 20 issue |of the Manufacturers' Record," says the West |Point News, "telling of the congested condition

of the port of New York ami showing clearly jthe need for the development further south of
a port which will provide for tho great andgrowing demands of our commerce. Tho re¬quisites for such a port are many. No mereindentation on the coast will suillco. There areat least six vital questions to lie cousldere/l indetermining the location of such a port, andit is interesting to note these carefully andobserve to how great a degree West Point
answers all tho requirements as no other placedoes on tho entire Atlantic Coast." The Newsthen goes on to discuss the six requisites for agreat port, and makes a pretty strong casu forWest Point. »

News of Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, Feb. 1, lR«iG.)

Governor and Mrs. Pierpont will give theirtirst public reception at tin- Governor's Mansionto-night froin 8 to 11 o'clock.
The First National Rank yesterday, throughits president, handed Jl. 10. C. Haskervllle itscheck for <200 "to lie applied for the obiectscontemplated by the relief association," ofwhich Mr. Raskerville is the president.
The several divisions of the Sons of Tem-perance of this city have decided to hold publictcmperance meetings in iticiunond once a month.
The agents of the military authorities wereagain at work yesterda\ divesting ex-Confed¬erates of their brass buttons.
The State Senate passed the Dill t<» allow theemployment of female clerks iti the Register ofband office, and having stuck on an amendmentthe Mouse will have to take it up again, althoughthat body defeated the Dill a few days ayo.
The bill allowing judges of the courts to sendcriminals who plead insanity to tin- lunatic,asylum, to be returned for trial when restored

to sanity, passed the Mouse of Delegates yes¬terday. The outcome In the case ot" Mrs. Ivit'bysuggested this law.
The number of workmen at tin- Gosport Navy-Yard. Norfolk, has been reduced again, thistime to 300. It is evidently tin.' purpose of the

government to close tip this yard eventually
A Washington dispatch says' "it is no longer

a secret that the Southern Scnators-eleCl areremaining in Washington at tin- varncst solid-
tat ion of President Johnson, who is desirous ofseeing the Southern States once more represent-ed in the halls «'f Congress, and has some honesyet of bringing such to pass at an early date."
General John it. Mood has completed his ar¬

rangements to enter commercial life In the cityof New Orleans.
The First National Rank of Danville will openfor business in a few days \
It is now considered quite sure thai theUnited States Senate will not pass the hill for

negro suffrage in tiie District of Columbia, andit is absolutely certain that the President willveto it if it does pass.
In the Senate yesterday Mr Trumbull called

up his resolution that "all persons of Afiicandescent born in the t'nited States are hereby de-dared citizens of the same," and made a longspeech in favor of civil rights and privilege-.to all persons without distinction of race or Icolor. Sir. Saulslniry In replying said: "We haveshed enough tears for the negro. It is hightime tiie white men have some consideration."
The Semtnes trial, if It ever comes off. can bedisposed of in less than a week, but the com-mission to try him has not yet beet! appointed
Mr. Julian offered In the Mouse of Kepresen-tatives yesterday a resolution that "it is the ,deliberate judgment of the Mouse that the speedytrial of Jefferson Davis for the crime of treason,and ills prompt execution if convicted, arc !m- (peratively demanded by the people of the t'nitedStates in order that treason may be adequatelybranded by the nation, traitors made infamousand repetitions of their crimes, as far us possible,be prevented." The resolution went over.

|{t»i(istcreri Hospital*.
Which of tho Richmond hospitals are regis- 1

tered? MRS. V. J. S.
The term "registered" appears to bo appliedto such hospitals as meet the standard require- jments of tii»* State Roard of Nurses' Examiners.

Such as we have questioned do meet these re-
quirements and. so. are "registered," and the jassumption Is that all the hospitals here arc so.

l.nrer Order.
A gives R st note, and just before It is duereceived not from a bank that note of same

amount and date is due there. \Vh> does thebank not state what note It is. etc., that A may i
know whether it is safe to remit'.' Give pro¬nunciation of I'etrograd Does sassafras teaaffect tiie heart? What would »>e tiie effect ontin* climate of the earth if the plane of its orbitand its itxis were parallel? If we could get rid
of the Philippines, would Japan he less hostile

to us? SUIJSCRIM 1-1R.The bank is under no obligation to give anvnotice at all. It is the maker's business to keeptrack of his obligations and meet them at the
proper time. pe -1ro-grad. with accent on firstsyllable No. No one knows. We do not see
any connection between the matters.

Problem*.
Four problems, the solutions of which might

not be given here for the reason that they would
require symbols and spacing which our compo¬sition does ot admit, are sent by mail. It would
lie ;i rood idea to Include postage with problems
unless the senders are sine that the forms of
solution will be simple enough to be given here.

Killing l)»E.
Mas ;i man the right to kill a licensed dog

just because it goes on his land? MRS. C.
No.

Current Editorial Comment
.. The Senate has taken a. stepIMMnaiuhiiR ,hc ,.|Rhl ,,lrertion In de.

Report oil mandiug from the War Depart-
Al'liiy I'osts meat a full report on the orig¬

inal cost, maintenance and gen-
oral usefulness of every army post in tho conn-
try. It is it matter of common knowledge, in
tho army that the location of army posts In i
been determined with a minimum of regard for
defensive requirements and with a maximum
of consideration for tiie wishes of member'? of
Congress who have sought to please their con¬
stituencies. In every country except the I'niled
States, army establishments are distributed in
accord with strategic principles. The choice of
sites Is governed by railway communications,
by geographic conditions, by accessibility, by
a variety of circumstances having to do with
the promotion of tlie greatest usefulness of the
forces to be accommodated. Ill America the
selection of locations, for army posts has been
carried on to a great extent by logrolling poli¬
ticians whose knowledge of the rudiments of
miiRary scicnce Is nil. Mr. Garrison's report
on tho question propounded to him by tho Sen¬
ate, and tli« action for which It may furnish
the basis, will be awaited with Interest by all
citizens who realize the importance, not only
of having an efficient army, adequato to tho
needs of tho country, but of having that army
so distributed (hat it will be the most quickly
available for sho purposes for which it is in¬
tended..New York Mail.

. Due (,f (Re most ImportantI roffress in ueins )n u,e progress of these
Army days appears in surgery, ami

Hurx^i'.v especially that which occurs in
the army. It is said that, dur¬

ing our'Civil War one out of every four sol¬
diers operated on died, and in the Crimean Wnr
one out of every two perished. But these
frightful figures are now changed, and It is
officially reported that out of 100 soldiers tak¬
en wounded to the hospitals, ninety-seven of
them are saved. Great change that, from J»ft
per cent dying to actually less than li per cent.
This 'a accomplished largely by skill, antisep¬
tics and careful nursing. Rut really, the way
the surgeons can cut up the human body and
put it together again Is amazing. If they only
had tho living breath to blow Into his nostrils,
they could make a human body as easily as a

boy can make a kite, and often, no doubt, turn
out an Improved product..Ohio Stato Journal.

i «

Uncle Sam."Hey! Get Out o* That!"
Quo of the Duy'n Best Cartoons.

I'roni th<» Ohio State Journal.

SOCIAL REACTION IN WASHINGTON
t iiv kiu-:»i-:hi<- .i. ha skin

The Washington snnul Hcasoti, under
III'; leadership Of the new tills! I''."" Of
ill'* While House, is In full swing.
Also, it 1m swinging a I. it out of Its
usual course. The complicated edifice
of precedent unci j»r» ^ i»>»«t», which is
Washington sociolv, has f«. 11 the im¬
press of u new personality, ami has
become moro interesting In conse¬
quence.
The official .society of Washington

has f".r years- heen as involved in the
formalities of rank and prestige as

any Kuropean capital >>f late yearn
tlw re has been .1 reaction against this
stale of affairs, a tendency to release
a little genuine cordiality by cutting
Hi'- red tape in a few places.
The new social administration is

giving tins tendency a very substantial
boost. Mrs Wilson is not only mistress
of the While House, but also a leader
of two sets In Washington. With
great ta< t and social dexterity, but not
without some damage to the carefully
woven fabric of capital society, she is
bringing these two elements together
for ii»«; first time. Members of the
leading commercial families, who have
done much for the v- «alth and beauty
of the capital, but have never adorned
its official society nith their persons,
aie seen at all of tfie larger While
House functions, and at many of those
small and select ones which were for¬
merly regarded as tho rewards of
long-standing social or official pres¬
tige.

l.iivlxh While House lloapltnlltjr.
This does not tin an, however, that

any one is being left out or neglected
In fact, never was the hospitality of
the White House moro lavishly dis-i

penned. Heretofore 2,000 Invited guests
were considered a large number for
a White House reception, but at the
first one this season there were A.000
And the g. tK-rosity which characterized
the invitation list wa« sumptuously ox-j
tended to i he refreshment tnble. Never
sin. e President Taffs silver wedding
has the White House se< n such abun¬
dance of cakes and Ices, such rivers of
champagne punch. Kvery one was

trementloiisly pleased with the affair,
except a few disgruntled persons who
observed that democratic ideals of en¬

tertainment seemed to lie somewhat in
conflict with democratic Ideals of
economy.
This substitution of genuine so¬

ciability for artificial social law is no¬

table throughout Washington society.
Some of the old resident social leaders
are rather agiinst at the violence which
the cabinet ladies are doing to the
old laws of precedent. These rules
which provide who shall walk first,
who shall call first, and in fact what
everybody shall do under any circum¬
stances. would seem rafher anomalous
In a democracy. They are. In fad, a

rather stiff and unwleldly Imitation of
Kuropean social custom. Hut the
Indies of the present administration,
with commendable American directness,
show a tendency to smash riiiht through
these barriers, which often stand he-1
I ween congenial persons.

It Idletiloii* It ules V#»r Ilrokcn.
Formerly, it was not considered

proper for a Cabinet lady to call upon
the wife of a Congressman, or to ac¬

cept nil invitation from her unless in
the capacity of a guest of honor. Such
ridiculous' rules as this aro now being
broken almost daily, and those In high
positions who have heretofore been
the jealous guardians of precedent. -:re

accepting invitations from persons they
really want lo meet with little regard
for ofllcial position. l«adies of the
Cabinet are often seen at the teas and
receptions of congressional women.
fine reason for the greater freedom

and cordiality of Washington* society
this year is that a period of mourning
in the White House put a ban upon
formal entertainment for some months.
This let down the formidable bars of
precedence and conventionality and
gave persons a chance to meet inform¬
ally and become real friends instead
of knowing each other merely as man-
nikins in tho official punch and Judy
show.
Tho tendency to stay awhile and

talk, instead of merely sending the
footman In with a card, has led to the
revival of the tea table, which had
lone ago been discarded by official so¬

ciety. Following the. White House
precedent of really serving something
lo eat Instead of merely a nibble and
a napkin, these tea tables aro being
more and more generously laden.

Stringency In Man Mnrket.
The "regular feed" Is also a promi¬

nent feature this season of tho .com¬
ing-out pnrties of the numerous Wash¬
ington debutantes. Kach ofllcial per¬
son who comes to Washington seems
lo bring about five persons of tho fem¬
inine gender, most of whom aro more
or less burdened with social ambitions.
Naturally, this heavy importation of
feminine loveliness causes a chronic
stringency in tho man market. Tho
first requisite of social success for a
debutante in Washington is a follow¬
ing of males who own dress suits and
can dance. As a result, tho Washing¬
ton young man Is one of tho most
fussed over, overfed and overapprccl-
ated individuals In tho country. Ho

has become quite a distinct genius, who
must bo Keen to he. appreciated.and
1* not always appreciated then. This
is evidenccd by the fact that the wives
of some foreign diplomatH have ptac-
tbally given up formal entertainingbecause of th« ir inability to appreciate
the unconventional hilarity of the
young men who swarmed their draw-
In;.: rooms and could not always be
identified by means of the Invitation
i 11.

Most of tliisft volunteer society men
are college boys, young fellowa in the
government employ, students for mili¬
tary examinations and others of a care¬
free and happy-jjo-lucky stntus, who
are naturally inclined to regard society
as their oyster. Since It could hardly
be opened without them, perhaps they
are ri*^ht At any rate, the quickening
of »>« ial activity and Its unprecedented
generosity in the matter of refresh¬
ment, give them groat gastronomic
Joy.

\\ nr ('oni|illeutcM Soelrfy.
Another complication in the present

Washington social reason is the atti¬
tude toward each other of the bel¬
ligerent ambassador}!. It was neces¬
sary to give two diplomatic dinners
Instead of the one. which has Ions; born
a loading event of the season. This,
however, was by no means a complete
solution of the difficulty, because it was
impossible to gl\e two dinners simul¬
taneously and very difficult to entertain
either clique first without offending
the other. The French ambassador,
being the dean of the diplomatic corps,
\\ as finally honored with an invitation
to the lirst dinner, while Count von
Ib rnstoriY attended the second. Amends?
uere made to the German ambassador,
however, by inviting him later to a

very stna'll and select reception at the
White House, where he had the pleas¬
ure of meeting .< number of Washing¬
ton's leading retailers
So the present season in bringing a

number of momentous changes to that
most ancient and honorable of Amorl-
c;,ii social circles. the Washington of¬
ficial set It is pleasant to note that
the tendency i- always toward greater
cordiality of feeling and more truly
democratic ideals of entertainment.

A Danish D'Artagnan
There was a Dane who used to own

a liftle brickyard down by the Sas¬
katchewan lti\er. It was a small busi¬
ness, anil we remember him aa occa¬
sionally driving a load of bricks him¬
self md delivering them at the Uni¬
versity buildings. Hut he had seen
servii", and it was not long after the
war began before lie received bis com¬
mission as major. In time he was cap¬
tured by the Germans at Ypres. and in¬
terned in the little town of Bisehofs-
werde, 100 miles south of Berlin rind
near the Austrian border. lie could
speak Gorman perfectly.had learned
it as a boy in Denmark.and be de¬
termined to attempt the impossible and
escape. Hiding in a well in the intern¬
ment ramp just as the prisoners were
about to be shut up for the night, he
crept away at dusk, eluded the double
guards, and turned his face, not toward
the Austrian border whither the guards
would naturally set out in pursuit, but
toward Jierlin. He made his way to a

village, found a newspaper containing
Hie statement that he had escaped and
was making his way toward Switzer¬
land. bought a raincoat to cover his
uniform, and then started on his perll-
ouh Journey. In Berlin, with delight¬
ful effrontery, he took a taxi ride down
the lJnter-den«Llnden.~ Then this Dan-
ish d'Artagnan disguised himself as a

bricklayer, and, after many adventures,
including a trip through the Kiel Ca¬
nal, reached Denmark, whence the Brit¬
ish consul sent him to Knglatid. And
now he has been formally received by
(he King at Buckingham Palnce, and
is detained at the War Offic e to report
on conditions in Germany..Kilmund K.
Broadus, l#i Atlantic Monthly.

Tlie Kr.it.
Did you fail in the race?

| Did you faint in the spurti Where the hot dust choked and burned?
j Did you breast the tape midst the fly¬

ing dirt
That the leader's spikes had spurned?
Did you do your bejil.
(ill, 1 know you lost. I know (hat your

time was bad.
But the game, is not in (ho winning. lad.

I The best of it since (ho beginning, lad,
Is in taking your licking and grinning,

lad,
If you gave them Hie besf you had.

Did your lackle fall short?
Did the runner flash by
With the score thai won Iho gains?
Did It break your heart when you

missed Iho trv?
Did ypu choke wKh Iho hurt, and

nhamn?
If you did your benl. .

oh. I know the core. J followed you
all tlx way through.

And that is win I nm Miiylnf. lad.
That Hie besl of (he fight Is the stay¬

ing, lad,
Anil the Ihuh of all names Is the play¬

ing. lad.
If you give theirt I he bent In you.
.Nelson lloblnn, In Youth's Companion,


